
To Elijah Muhammad 9 APr 
1958 

g April 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala. ] 

King declines Muhammad S 19 March invitation to address members of the Nation of 
Islam in Chicago. 

Mr. Elijah Muhammad 
Messenger of Allah 
University of Islam 
5333 Greenwood Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Elijah Muhammad: 

I am in receipt of your letter of March 19th inviting me to address the Muham- 
mad Chicago Moslems. Certainly, I am deeply grateful to you and your fellow 
Moslems for extending this invitation. However, after consulting my calendar, I 
find that I have accepted as many speaking engagements that my schedule will al- 
low for the remainder of the year. In the light of this, it is necessary for me to de- 
cline your gracious invitation. Please know that I regret this very deeply. If it were 
not for such a crowded schedule, I would be more than glad to serve you. 

Thanks again for extending the invitation. You have my prayers and bestwishes 
in all of your work. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

MLRp 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 31A. 

From Ella J. Baker 

18 April 1958 
Atlanta, Ga. 

On 9 January veteran New York organizer Baker moved to Atlanta to coordinate 
plans for the Crusade f i  Citizenship.’ Bakerjrst wikedfrom a hotel room bejiie 

I .  According to Baker, Rustin and Levison had met with King in late I 957 and committed her ser- 
vices to the Crusade. Baker, irritated that the agreement had taken place in her absence, reluctantly 
agreed to relocate to Atlanta: “My sense of values cames with it something to this effect: that the wel- 
fare of the whole . . . is much more important than the ego satisfaction of the individual.” Following 
the Crusade, Baker agreed to remain with the fledgling SCLC (Ella Baker, Interview hyJohn Britton, 
ig June 1968). 
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